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The Speaker possesses great authority. He decides
which Members he will call upon to speak in debate, selects
amendments for discussion,9 prevents repetition or irrelevance,
has certain powers in deciding whether or not to accept a
Motion of Closure,10 and decides (after consultation with two
members of the Chairman's Panel, if practicable) whether
Bills said to be Money Bills in accordance with the Parliament
Act do, in fact, comply with the provisions of the Act.
The varied qualities needed in an ideal Speaker are not
commonly found. Sir William Harcourt said of the office;
We expect dignity and authority, tempered by urbanity
and kindness; firmness to control and persuasiveness to
counsel; promptitude of decision and justness of judgment;
tact, patience, and firmness; a natural superiority com-
bined with an inbred courtesy, so as to give by his own
bearing an example and a model to those over whom he
presides; an impartial mind, a tolerant temper, and a recon-
ciling disposition; accessible to all in public and private as
a kind and prudent counsellor.11
Every debating assembly needs rules by which its busi-
ness is conducted. The rules of the Westminster Parliament
are in the main derived from the ancient usage already men-
tioned, but there are five modern Standing Orders relating to
"Order in the House."12 These Standing Orders empower
the Speaker to direct a Member who persists in irrelevance or
tedious repetition to discontinue his speech; to order a Mem-
ber whose conduct is disorderly to withdraw from the House;
to propose the suspension from the service of the House of a
Member who disregards the authority of the Chair or who
persistently and wilfully obstructs the business of the House;
* Standing Orders of the House of Commons relative to Public
Business (tyfff), (hereafter cited as S.O.) 31, HJW.S.O.
105.0.29(1).
11 Hansard, 4th Series, Vol. 32, Col. 1300.
12 S.O.20-24.